GeoNet Geography


Earthquakes – The Facts

These are the facts you need to know about earthquakes!

Read the information and complete the questions below.
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Earinquakes occur along plate margins
(where plates meet). When plates move
past, towards or away from each other
Ihe movement s not smooth. Friction
causes the plates to get stuck. This
causes pressure to build up.

Earinquakes occur when this build

up of pressure is released. The point
where the earihquake starts is

called the focus. Energy waves race
rapidly from this point.The point at ground
) level, direclly above the focus, is called
focus fault line the epicentre.

(under ground)






1. What are earthquakes?

2. Define the following terms:

· Magnitude

· Epicentre

· Focus

3. What is the Richter Scale?

4. In as much detail as possible explain the causes of earthquakes (if you can try to go into detail about the different plate margins).

5. Find 10 places where earthquakes have happened and write down the magnitude of each one. 

The strength or magnitude of an earthquake is measured on the Richter Scale. The Richter Scale measures earthquakes on a logarithmic scale. This means that an earthquake of magnitude 7 is ten times more powerful than one of magnitude 6 and 100 times more powerful than one of magnitude 5. The Richter Scale goes from 0 to 10. 
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